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ABSTRACT

The aim of the following research is to analyse, according to a comparative
approach, the evolution of juridical protection and promotion of children and their
rights, including the state of current regulations and their implementation. The first
part will take into consideration existing and former international legislation and, in
the second part, we will consider the reforms put forward by the juridical system of
the Catholic Church, particularly those recently promulgated by Pope Francis. Both
sections will draw attention to the regulations aimed at protecting children from any
kind of sexual abuse and exploitation.
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RESUMEN

El presente estudio asume la perspectiva de derecho comparado para analizar
la evolucion de la normativa respecto a la tutela y promocion de los derechos de los
ninos, hasta llegar a la situacion actual. En la primera parte se toma en consideracion
la normativa internacional sobre promocion y proteccion de los sujetos menores de
edad; en la segunda, se presenta el progreso y las reformas llevadas a cabo en el
ordenamiento de la Iglesia catdlica, hasta las mas recientes emanadas por el Papa
Francisco. En ambas secciones se otorga especial importancia a las cuestiones rela-
cionadas con la necesidad de una mayor proteccion del nino contra toda forma de
abuso y explotacion sexual.

* The following text, with several updates and bibliographical references, refers to a public lec-
ture delivered at Syracuse University in New York City on 14 February 2020.
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