INTRODUCTION

The following Agreed Statement evolved from the thinking
and the discussion of the International Commission over. the
past two years. The result has been a conviction among mem-
bers of the Commission that we have reached agreement on
essential points of eucharistic doctrine. We are equally con-
vinced ourselves that, though no attempt was made to present
a fully comprehensive treatment of the subject, nothing es-
sential has been omitted. The document has been presented
to our official authorities, but obviously it cannot be ratified
by them until such time as our respective Churches can eva-
luate its conclusions.

We would want to point out that the members of the
Commission who subscribed to this statement have been offi-
cially appointed and come from many countries, representing
a wide variety of theological background. Our intention was
to reach a consensus at the level of faith, so that all of us
might be able to say, within the limits of the statement: this
is the Christian faith of the Eucharist.
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