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Abstract: | argue that Hegel and Wittgenstein, each in their own specific way, used the idea of
God at the beginning of creation as a complex analogy for other kinds of beginning, most notably
the beginning of philosophical thought. Hegel’s Logic describes God’s mind before the creation of
the world, i.e. God’s pure thinking. For a philosopher, beginning afresh means resolving to consider
this kind of abstraction from the existence of the world. Wittgenstein, by contrast, says that the idea
of a creator of the world does not explain anything. It marks the terminus ad quem of asking for
explanations; we must not ask further who created the creator of the world. Wittgenstein generalizes
this for any kind of reasoning: “Explanations come to an end somewhere.” (Philosophical
Investigations: §1) Any sort of explanation must eventually arrive at its terminus ad quem, which
means only that any kind of reasoning must have its logical beginning.
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Resumen: En este articulo sostendré que tanto Hegel como Wittgenstein, cada uno a su
propio modo y con sus caracteristicas propias, emplearon la idea de Dios al comienzo de la
creacién como una analogia compleja para otras clases de comienzo, en particular, para el
comienzo del pensamiento filoséfico. La Légica de Hegel describe la mente de Dios antes de la
creacién del mundo, es decir, el pensamiento puro de Dios. Si la filosofia es un comienzo radical,
que el filésofo empiece todo de nuevo significa que se decide a realizar una abstraccién radical
respecto a la existencia del mundo. Wittgenstein, por el contrario, sefiala que la idea de un
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