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Resumen: nuestra pretensiéon con este trabajo no va maés alld de una llamada de
atencion acerca de la actualidad del probabilismo moral de Juan Caramuel, del que en el
s. XVII fue un ardiente defensor en lucha abierta contra el enfoque rigorista, representado
éste basicamente por el jansenismo (seria uno de sus mas encarnizados enemigos). Y, aun-
que posteriormente el probabilismo fuera desprestigiado, hasta desahuciado a veces por la
teologia moral, al observar en él un uso abusivo de la casuistica y un laxismo encubierto, no
parece descabellado encontrar en el probabilismo defendido por nuestro autor cualidades de
una moral de vanguardia que, por un lado preludian la época ilustrada, y por otro le acercan
al pensamiento moral de nuestro tiempo.
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JUAN CARAMUEL’S PROBABILISM: A BOLD MORAL PROPOSAL

Abstract: The aim of this study is to be no more than a wake-up call for the current
validity of Juan Caramuel’s moral probabilism, a thesis which he defended ardently in the
seventeenth century in an open struggle against the rigorist approach, represented basically
by Jansenism (of which he was always one of its most bitter enemies). Although probabilism
was subsequently discredited and sometimes even repudiated by moral theologists, who accu-
sed him of misusing casuistry and of veiled laxity, it is not too far-fetched to find qualities of
an avant-garde morality in the probabilism defended by our author, qualities which ushered
in the illustrated era and which also brought him closer to the moral thought of our time.
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